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Eastbourne Symphony Or-
chestra is looking forward to
the finals of its annual Young
Soloist Competition.

This year’s first round, held
at the end of January, saw 30
talented musiciansaged 23 and
under competeinfrontofapan-
el of judges led by ESO musical
director and one its founders
Graham Jones.

Graham said: “Again, as
the audience would agree, we
had some tricky decisions to
make as the standard was so
high. How do you distinguish
between top-standard perfor-
mancesoninstrumentsasvar-
ied as the double bass and the
saxophone and everything in
between, and playing music
from Bach to Dranishnikova,
from Dutilleux to Tehaikovs

)

“After the first day, we
thought we had somereally su-
perb performers for the final.
Butthesecond day, which com-
prised mainly competitors un-
der18, proved asamazingsowe
had to revise day one. A stand-
out performer wasonly 12 and,
thoughwewereabletogivehim
only a special commendation
this time, a member of the au-
dience was so moved that she
made a private donation.

“From thesejunior competi-
tors, thewinnerwas17-year-old
violinist Shlomi Shahaf, whois
also one of the finalists. Born
in Israel, he moved to Ukraine
whenhewasoneyearold, start-
ing to play the violin when he
was four. He attended a spe-
cial music school in Kiev from
the age of five and first started
playing with the Ukrainian Na-
tional Radio and TV Orches-
trawhen he was 11. In 2019, he
moved toCentral Musie School

inMoscowwherehehasplayed
concerts in the Tchaikovsky
Conservatory. After the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine, he
moved to the Purcell Schoolin
Hertfordshire. His family still
live in Kiev where his parents
aredoctors.”

Shlomi said: “I was looking
forward to playing in the first
round and practised a lot so
thatIcould give mybest perfor-
manceinfront ofthejudges. All
the competitors were of a very
high standard so I was thrilled
to learn that I had won first
place in the under-18 category
and evenmoredelighted towin
aplaceinthefinal”

The competition will take
placeintheBirley Centre, East-
bourne, BN214EF from 2pm to
6pm on Sunday, February 18.
£20entry,onthedooronly (£18
for ESO Friends).

Shlomi will play a move-
ment from both the Khacha-
turian and Tchaikovsky violin

concertos and compete along-
side senior winners violinist
JuliaBlachuta,oboist Ewan Mil-
lar, flautist SamanthaRoweand
pianist Ryan Yip. The require-
ment for the final is to play two
contrasting concertos.

Julia, who is at the Royal
College of Music, is playing Ko-
rngold's Violin Concerto and
Szymanowski's Violin Con-
certo No 2. Ewan was winner
of the woodwind category and
grand finalistinthe BBC Young
Musician 2020, since when he
has graduated in music from
the University of Oxford and is
currently studying at the Royal
Academy of Music. Inthefinal,
he will be playing Mozart and
Strauss. Samantha is current-
ly studying for a masters at the
RCM and will play Chaminade
and Mozart. Ryan is a gradu-
ate of Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology and is
studyingatthe Guildhall School
of Musicand Drama.
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